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Attendance: Mayor John Crump; Mayor Pro Tem Darren Hartsell; Councilmembers: Allen 
Burnette and Councilmember Rich Wise; Town Manager, Doug Paris; Attorney, Anthony Fox; 
Town Clerk, Nancy E. Boyden, CMC, NCCMC; Finance Officer, Beverly Love; Planning Clerk 

Hilda Keeney; Town Engineer, Richard McMillan, P.E.; Planning, Zoning & Subdivision 
Administrator, Kassie Watts, AICP, CZO; Cabarrus County Deputy Sheriff Josh Helms; Midland 

Firefighter David Owen.   

Also Present: Cabarrus County Commissioner Lynn Shue; 19A Judicial District Judge Nate 

Knust.  

Absent: None. 

Late: Councilmember Tallent.  

Guests: None. 

 

 
1. Invocation: Mayor Crump pronounced the Invocation. 

 

2. Open Meeting:  Mayor Crump opened the meeting at 6:00pm and called the meeting to 

order.  

a. The room stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

3. Announcements:   

a. Midland Town Hall will be closed January 20th in Observance of Martin 

Luther King Day.  

b. Mayor Crump proclaimed: 

 
 

               PROCLAMATION #2020-96 
 

WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. inspired millions of Americans to participate in 
non-violent protests to support the ideals of equality for all and was a motivating force behind a civil 
rights movement that had as its goal the creation of a society tolerant of all races, cultures and 
nationalities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the ideals of Dr. King and of Midland’s commitment to human rights are 

worthy of reflection and serve as a reminder that improving the quality of life for all members of our 
community is a responsibility of every citizen; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the celebration of Dr. King’s birthday is intended as a time for all Americans to 
reaffirm their commitment to the basic principles that underlie our Constitution – equality and 
justice for all. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, John Crump, Mayor of The Town of Midland, do hereby 
proclaim Monday, January 20, 2020 as: 



Minutes Tuesday, January 14, 2020  

Regular Meeting of Town Council          

6:00pm, 4293-B Hwy. 24/27 E. Midland, NC 28107  
 

FY 2020 TC Page 77 
 

 

“DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY” 
 
In the Town of Midland and encourage all citizens to rededicate themselves to the principles of 
respect for human rights and freedom, of belief in non-violence, and of commitment to improving 
our community through community service and volunteerism. 
 

 AND FURTHERMORE, The Town of Midland will recognize Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day annually.  
 
Mayor Crump asked everyone to keep Mrs. Pat Caddell’s family in prayer. She passed away 

suddenly last Sunday. She was a great citizen activist, asset to the town and served the town 
as Midland’s Library Liaison and contributed much more. She will be missed.  

 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell and seconded by Councilmember Burnette to 

excuse Councilmember Tallent until he arrives to the meeting.  He will be a little late. Motion 

carried 3-0.  
 

Councilmember Wise announced that he will hold another Town Hall meeting on Saturday, 

February 8th at 10:00 am at Midland Town Hall.  

 
4. Approval of Agenda:  

 
Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell and seconded by Councilmember Burnette to 

approve the Agenda adding an Executive Session [N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6)] To consider the 

qualifications, competence, performance, condition of appointment of a public officer or 

employee before Adjournment. Motion carried 3-0. 

 
5. Consent Agenda: Minutes: Organizational Meeting 12-10-2019; Attorney Bills.  

 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell and seconded by Councilmember Burnette to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

6. Public Comment: No comments forthcoming.  
 

7. Public Safety: 

 

a. Police Report - Cabarrus County Sheriff for Midland 

 

Officer Helms gave the report for December, 2019: 
 

824 Officer initiated calls for service. Some of which were: 

 116 Security Checks; 

 163 Traffic stops.  
 

135 Calls from dispatch for service. Some of which were: 

 12 Traffic accidents with property damage; 

 2 Traffic accidents with personal injury.  
 

Officer Helms also said that the radar trailer is out of service until Spring for needed repairs. 
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Councilmember Wise said that at the corner of Hill Pine Rd. and Brookwood Cr., (Bethel Glen 
subdivision) drivers are not stopping at the stop sign. Something needs to do be done. He 

asked the police to patrol it more often. 

 

b. Midland Volunteer Fire Department Report 

 
Midland Firefighter David Owen gave the following report for December, 2019: 

 9 Structure fires; 

 3 Residential fire alarms; 

 5 Commercial fire alarms; 

 3 Brush fires; 

 1 Vehicle fire; 

 11 Local alarms; 

 3 Motor vehicle accidents; 

 31 Medical calls. 
Total calls for service= 66 

 

8. Planning: Planning, Zoning & Subdivision Administrator- K. Watts 

 

a. Voluntary Annexation Albemarle Rd. 

i. Staff Report  
Ms. Watts:  

 

Date: January 14, 2020 

 

Re: Voluntary Annexation of non-contiguous property of Lower Rocky River-Morrison Road 
LLC, Pioneer Mill Road LLC, A NC LLC & Inglefield Enterprises LTD, Albemarle Road – Howell 

Road LLC, Keith G. Baker, Carolyn Roberts, and Albemarle Road LLC & Crossmore School Inc. 

 

BACKGROUND 

On January 6, 2020 the owners of properties identified by the Cabarrus County PIN#’s 5514-

79-6250, 5524-28-9123, 5524-17-1342, 5524-15-9853, 5524-05-4394 and a portion of 5518-
81-7060) submitted a petition for voluntary non-contiguous annexation into the town limits of 

the Town of Midland. The property consists of approximately 704.48 +/- acres. 

 

Pulte Homes is proposing the development of a “Del Webb” age-restricted community on these 

properties with homes in the range of $350k-$650k. Since the community is age-restricted, it 
will not have an impact on school over-crowding.  

 

The development, when fully built out, will double the town’s tax base and provide the town in 

excess of $1.2M per year in new property tax revenue to offer expanded services to citizens 

without tax increases. This is directly related to the Town of Midland’s goal #2.  

 
The community will provide its prospective residents’ garbage service through their HOA dues, 

which will save the town in excess of $184k per year in sanitation contract costs based on the 

current year’s pricing. The community will be covered by Midland Fire Station 2. 

 

The development will drain to the Rocky River Wastewater Plant thereby reducing growth 
pressure on the Muddy Creek Plant and the project’s proposed 5-10 year build out will give the 

town tax revenue each year while the town works with WSACC to increase the capacity of the 

Muddy Creek Plant. 
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Staff visited Pulte’s last Del Webb community, Carolina Orchards in South Carolina and was 
impressed with the development quality. This project will be the nicest residential development 

the town has seen to date.  

 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

The statutory standards for annexation require non-contiguous property be closer to the 
“primary corporate limits” of the annexing municipality and our annexation agreement with the 

Town of Harrisburg. Our annexation agreement with the City of Charlotte requires that it lie 

within Cabarrus County. Attachment “B” demonstrates the requirements are satisfactorily met 

by this petition to the Town of Midland. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT (See Background paragraphs) 
The property is undeveloped. The property will not require solid waste collection and recycling 

services at this time. The Town will receive additional revenues from Ad Valorum tax 

assessments.   

 

Councilmember Tallent arrived at 6:11pm.   
 

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACTION  

 

No action can be taken tonight. There are 3 parcels within the annexation area that need the 

boundary descriptions corrected. These need to be correct to meet the statutory requirements 

of NC. Ms. Watts showed where the 3 properties are located on her map. Two particular 
properties do not have accurate descriptions and 1 is partly in Harrisburg’s jurisdiction. A new 

metes/bounds description will be needed for that one piece to be cut from Harrisburg.   

 

Attorney Fox said that there are 5 standards that must be met for a voluntary noncontiguous 

annexation and the 3 parcels do not meet those standards. Staff needs to make sure the 
boundaries are corrected.   

 

Council, staff and the developer discussed the following:  

 

 The area of the development that’s in Mecklenburg will be part of the community but 
will remain in Mecklenburg’s jurisdiction; 

 Access roads into the community; 

 Upgrades will be made to the sewer and water lines by Concord; 

 There will be pod homes (clustering)to save large areas of open space for trails, etc.; 

 There is a flood plain area that can’t be developed and it will be buffered; 

 Working on the elevations to the homes; 

 2.2 houses per acres typically in this type of development; 

 Proposing 181 acres of tree conservation which is approximately 1/4 of the 
development;  

 Some of the sewer is gravity fed and so some will go to a lift station to a force main; 
 
Ms. Watts:  

 

b. Planning Projects- Verbal Update 

 

 New owners of the Old Bethel School: Staff will meet with them later this month re the 
existing maintenance agreement; 

 Mr. William Smith: Came in for a voluntary annexation application for 52 acres off of 
Old Camden Rd. immediately south of CF Steel.  They are proposing an industrial park 
there; 
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 Brock Gullage Property: 105 acres that were annexed into Midland- owners are 
proposing an industrial park and hope to use the rail lines; 

 Voluntary annexation project off Flowes Store Rd. above Cedarville Farms subdivision 
by Shea Homes. They need to update the boundary via a new survey.  

 

9. Engineering: R. McMillan  
 

a. Midland Pump Station Improvements  
 

Mr. McMillan reported:  

 

Subject Title: 

Midland Pump Station Improvements - Bids 

 
Background: 

The Town of Midland has been working to install two (2) emergency storage tanks at the 

wastewater pump station on Hwy 601 to provide additional emergency storage capacity as 

required by the City of Concord so additional sewer flow may be added in the future. 

 
The Town requested informal bids from nine (9) utility contractors for this work. The Town 

received two (2) bids on Thursday, December 19th.   

 

James E. Harris Construction Co., Inc.  $214,500.00 

State Utility Contractors, Inc.   $307,125.00  

Town’s Estimate       $84,500.00 
    

Staff discussed the bid results with the low bidder, James E. Harris Construction. Most of the 

bid items were close and the actual tank costs were similar to the Town’s estimate. The 

installation cost of physically installing the tanks was where significantly differences existed. 

 
After staff discussions, the small size of the project, combined with numerous projects that are 

on the street, likely had a significant impact on the bids. 

 

The Town Council has several options regarding this bid: 

 

• Accept bids and award to lowest bidder; 
• Negotiate with lowest bidder to identify possible savings (value engineering) and a 

potential lower price; 

• Reject all bids and re-bid project; 

• Reject all bids, Town purchases the tanks, and hires contractor to install; or,  

• Reject all bids and include this work with the Crossroads Sewer Project (NC 24-27) in 

the near future. 
 

Budget: 

$108,303.00 

 

Recommendation: 
Staff recommends rejecting all bids and rebidding the project as part of the Crossroads (NC 24-

27) Sewer Project when it is bid. 

 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell and seconded by Councilmember Tallent to reject 

all bids and rebid the project as part of the Crossroads (NC 24-27) sewer project when the time 

comes. Motion carried 4-0. 
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b. NC 24-27 Sewer Project – Verbal Update 
 

Mr. McMillan:  

 

 The plans have been submitted to Concord so the process has been started; 

 Need to get an erosion control encroachment from the state; 

 Once plans are finalized the town will start on the easements; 

 It will probably be during the summer when it goes to bid. 
 

c. Widenhouse Rd. Road Project- Verbal Update 

 
Mr. McMillan:  

 Repaired the pipe at the bottom of the hill; 

 Weather has not been cooperating so the project is moving slowly; 

 Will roll some of the stone into the middle of the road and will add more stone to 
reshape the crown and then roll it down tight to get the drainage off.  

 

10.  Mayor’s Comments: WSACC Board Liaison- R. Wise 

 

Councilmember Wise requested to step down from being the WSACC Board Liaison. He said 
Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell has been the Alternate for some time and requested that he take over.  

  

Mayor Crump thanked Councilmember Wise for his long term service.  

 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell to appoint Councilmember Burnette as the 
WSACC Board Liaison. Councilmember Burnette seconded the motion. Motion carried 4-0.  

 

Mayor Crump said that he and Town Manager Paris have been in discussions with the county 

manager regarding past payment for police protection. The town did not pay the full amount for 

police protection 2 years ago because of not having the correct number of officers.     

 
Mayor Crump said that the amount of money is $16,913.87. That is half of what it was 

originally. 

  

Mayor Crump introduced 3 options: 

 
Option: To do nothing at this time. 

  

Option: Do a budget amendment. 

 

Mr. Paris said that he was going to present this topic under “Manager’s Comments” but Mayor 

Crump asked him to discuss it at this point in the meeting.  
 

Option: Since it’s a 2 year old bill it could wait until July- the new budget cycle.  

 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell to wait until the next budget cycle so Council 

wouldn’t have to do a budget amendment.  
 

Council Discussion:  

 

Councilmember Tallent: What is the county saying that we owe money for? 
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Mayor Crump: Denying payment when the town was supposed to have 4 officers and for a 
period of time we only had 3. The county’s contention is that we were getting police protection 

even though we didn’t have the other officer.  

 

Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell: Is this the prorated amount for what they did send us? 

 
Mr. Paris: We paid for 3 officers and we received 3. The county manager didn’t like that. He 

wanted to be paid for 3.75 officers. I told him, “No” so he wanted to be paid for 3.50 officers 

and I told him, “No” again. I asked for justification on why we should pay for more than we 

received. The county manager said it was for indirect items like administrative overhead, etc. I 

checked with the towns of Mt. Pleasant and Harrisburg and they had not been billed for 

administrative overhead. If the county manager agrees, Council can go over this for the next 
fiscal year at the Budget/Planning Retreat.  

 

Mayor Crump: They will redo the contract in more detail and spell out some of the specifics. It 

will be a more detailed contract than what we’ve had previously.   

 
Mayor Crump: Is it okay to put it in the budget for the next fiscal year so the county will know 

what to expect? 

 

Attorney Fox: I don’t know if you are in the position to recognize the debt yet. I think that the 

ultimate question is; does the town recognize the obligation that the county has identified and 

whether or not you want further discussion about that.  
 

Mr. Paris: Do you want to put it in next year’s budget or do a budget amendment?  

 

Attorney Fox: The county is seeking some direction from the town and it sounds like they want 

to know very soon. Also the town needs to go through a thorough evaluation/analysis on the 
legitimacy of the debt. I’m hearing that if Council does recognize the debt, it will be paid in the 

next fiscal year. Tell the county that the issue was discussed and Council is not ready yet. 

 

Councilmember Tallent: Tell them not to expect getting money until they justify the debt better.   

 

Ms. Love: If you don’t want to pay it you don’t pay it.  
 

Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell withdrew his motion.   

 

Council agreed to discuss this subject at the upcoming annual budget/planning retreat. 

 
Mayor Crump added that he’s spoken to the Ellis Reid Parlier family (student shot and killed in 

the April 30, 2019 UNCC shooting) about building a memorial by the walking trail at the Rob 

Wallace Park. The county commissioners approved it. The park department will choose a place 

for it and it should open April 30th of this year. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell, (adding to the police protection subject) said that the subject is 
coming from the county manager’s office and not the sheriff dept. He wanted to ensure the 

public that police protection for Midland is not being compromised. 

 

County Commissioner Shue said that the police services the town was paying for at the time 

were provided even though there wasn’t the number of officers promised. Council need to bring 
resolution to this as soon as possible.   

 

11.  Staff Reports: 
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a. Finance Report December, 2019 – B. Love  
 

Ms. Love reported the following for December, 2019:  

 
 

    Dec 31, 2019 

      

  Checking/Savings  

   1000 · CASH ON HAND 149.79 

   1004 · GENERAL FUND 86,989.43 

   1040 · UTILITY CAPITAL 

RESERVE FUNDS 

20,213.18 

   1050 · POWELL BILL FUNDS 103,779.31 

   1071 · Gen Fund-NCCMT Capital 

Recovery 

125,563.73 

   1072 · Gen Fund-NCCMT-

General Fund 

1,454,793.34 

   1073 · Gen Fund-NCCMT Police 
Car Res 

103,116.14 

   1074 · Powell Bill-NCCMT 152,826.23 

   1075 · Utility Capital Reserve-
NCCMT 

2,319,628.35 

  Total Checking/Savings 4,367,059.50 

 
i. Amendment to Audit Contract 

 

Ms. Love said that this amendment needs to be passed because the auditors could not 

complete the audit by the date in the original contract so this is an extension for the LGC.  

 
Motion was made by Councilmember Burnette and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell to 

accept the amendment to, “Contract to Audit Accounts” and have the mayor and finance officer 

execute the agreement.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

b. Manager Comments- D. Paris 

 
i. HWY 24/27 Traffic Study 

 

Mr. Paris said that 2 Councilmembers mentioned to him that they would like to have a formal 

traffic study done on NC Hwy. 24/27 due to the amount of sewer coming to the area. It would 

be good for retail recruitment. The radar trailer is not accurate. He said the study would be 
approximately $320. It’s approximately $650 to do a study to NCDOT standards. There is 

money in, “special projects” to do this.  

 

Mayor Crump asked what the hours would be.  

 

Mr. Paris said with the NCDOT standards it would be 6:00am to 7:00pm. For the study by the 
retail development they typically do 7:00am to 9:00am and 4:00pm to 6:00pm.  

 

Councilmember Tallent said the NCDOT standards study would give truer numbers.  

 

Motion was made by Councilmember Tallent and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell to 
proceed with the NCDOT standards study on NC Hwy. 24/27. Motion carried 4-0. 
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ii. 20th Anniversary Town Shirt Design 

 

Mr. Paris showed pictures of a new style of Town Pride t-shirts for the 20th anniversary of 

Midland’s incorporation.   

 
Council discussed the design and where they want the “20th” at.   

 

The shirt will say “Incorporated in 2000”. 

 

iii. County Manager Request- discussed earlier in the meeting 

iv. Other Comments- none forthcoming 
 

12.  Executive Session:  

 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell and seconded by Councilmember Burnette to 

enter Executive Session [N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6)] To consider the qualifications, competence, 
performance, condition of appointment of a public officer or employee or prospective public 

officer or employee, inviting Attorney Fox. Motion carried 4-0.  

 

Council entered at 7:10 pm.  

 

Manager Paris entered at 7:27 pm.  
 

Motion was made by Councilmember Tallent and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell to re-

enter regular session. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Council returned at 7:34 pm.   
 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell and seconded by Councilmember Burnette give 

Manager Paris a car allowance of $250 monthly and a 2% salary increase. Motion carried 4-0.   

  

Mayor Crump said that this totals annually, $4,867.62.  

 
13.  Adjournment:  

 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Hartsell and seconded by Councilmember Burnette to 

adjourn the meeting. Motion carried 4-0.  

 
Council adjourned at 7:37 pm.  

 Attest/Seal 

 

 

__________________________   ____________________________________________ 

Mayor John Crump     Town Clerk Nancy E. Boyden, CMC, NCCMC 
 

 

 

 


